
Anglian Water 'can't cope' with new homes sewage


Anglian Water says its request is "the environmentally responsible" thing to do.
A spokeswoman said: "Our region is one of the fastest-growing in the country, with 720,000 new residents expected by 2043.
"Under the Water Industry Act, a site with planning consent has an automatic right to connect new homes to our water and sewerage networks and, as a water company, we are not a statutory consultee in the planning application process.
"Therefore we don’t have powers to prevent connections from new housing.
"However, in order to ensure we’re protecting the environment, we do need to take into account the capacity we have available in growing areas.
"In locations where additional homes would exceed existing capacity and be a risk to the environment, we may object or request that the local authority put a condition on the planning application to give us time to complete upgrades.
"We’re spending £280m in the next five years to upgrade our wastewater treatment capacity.
"But at some locations we’re at or beyond our water treatment capacity, which it’s why it’s vital for us to work with developers and local authorities at an early stage, to make sure we have the time to ensure our infrastructure is ready to support the region.
"We feel that the environmentally responsible thing for us to do is to highlight where development poses such a risk to the environment.
"We do have capacity to accommodate growth within our region and we are working with local planning authorities to identify the most sustainable locations for growth."

