Hole Farm Community Woodland – Formal Summary 

Hole Farm Community Woodland, located near Brentwood in Essex, is a 100‑hectare site being created and managed by Forestry England in partnership with National Highways. The project will deliver a new multi‑purpose woodland designed to provide public recreation, wildlife habitat, and sustainable timber production. Forestry England describes the site as an “inspiring place for people to visit and explore” with a long‑term vision to integrate the landscape, enhance biodiversity, and support community wellbeing.
Extensive public engagement has shaped the design. Forestry England consulted 7,000 local households, held virtual workshops, and ran drop‑in sessions covering themes including community and recreation, nature and biodiversity, design and delivery, and crucially access, traffic and public rights of way. This demonstrates a clear commitment to inclusive access and the integration of the woodland into the wider public rights of way network.
The project establishes a strong precedent for new green infrastructure in Essex: a large‑scale public woodland designed with community access, multi‑user movement, and rights‑of‑way connectivity at its core.

Essex Bridleways Association have been key to offering advice and guidance on the equestrian element of the project.
