Supporting Evidence for PP32:

The examples below show that:
· Councils routinely link existing footpaths to create continuous, circular, or perimeter routes
· Multi‑user access (walkers, cyclists, equestrians) is standard best practice
· Sensitive ecological areas (like Fiddlers Wood) can be retained and enhanced through careful path design
· Development areas benefit from safe, off‑road, green movement corridors

1. Colchester Orbital – A Circular Multi‑User Route Around the Town
The Colchester Orbital is a planned 14–15 mile circular multi‑user route around the edge of Colchester, created by linking existing public rights of way, including footpaths and bridleways. Crucially:
· It circumnavigates the town’s periphery
· It uses almost entirely existing PROW (no new paths required)
· It is designed for walkers and non‑motorised users, including cyclists and equestrians
· It demonstrates how a development‑pressured area can retain and enhance its green access network
This is a perfect example of how a network like Footpath 4 + the Fiddlers Wood paths can be upgraded into a multi‑user asset without losing ecological value.

2. Standish Multi‑User Path (Gloucestershire)
Source: Gloucestershire County Council / Montel Civil Engineering
This scheme shows how councils are actively creating multi‑user paths suitable for walkers, cyclists, and horse riders alongside development and road infrastructure.
Key points:
· A new 400m multi‑user path is being built
· Includes shared‑use path + bridleway
· Designed to tie into future sections of a wider strategic network
· Demonstrates how existing routes can be extended and connected to form a safe, inclusive corridor

 3. “Connecting Communities Through Pathways & Bridleways”
Source: Killingley (UK landscaping contractor)

· Footpaths and bridleways “stitch places together”
· They connect communities, green spaces, and development edges
· They support walking, cycling, and equestrian access
· They are essential for safe, off‑road movement in growing settlements
This  supports that  Footpath 4 + Fiddlers Wood network is a community asset that should be enhanced, not fragmented.

