Supporting Statement: Public Rights of Way, Multi‑User Access and Active Travel Provision
1. Introduction
This statement provides supporting evidence regarding the importance of safeguarding and enhancing Bridleway 32 and the wider Public Rights of Way (PROW) network affected by the proposed allocation. It outlines national and local policy requirements, sector guidance, and best‑practice examples demonstrating why a Pegasus crossing and a multi‑user green corridor should form essential components of the site’s masterplanning.
2. Existing Public Rights of Way Network
Bridleway 32 enters the site directly from the south‑west and forms part of a coherent, well‑used network of footpaths and bridleways. This network provides essential connectivity for walkers, cyclists, and equestrians, linking the settlement edge with the wider countryside.
The route’s continuity, safety, and rural character must be protected and enhanced through the development process. Any severance or downgrading would conflict with national policy and established rights‑of‑way principles.
3. National Policy and Guidance
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2023)
· Para. 100: Planning policies should protect and enhance public rights of way and access, including taking opportunities to provide better facilities for users.
· Para. 92 & 104: Emphasise healthy, inclusive communities and the need for safe, attractive active‑travel routes.
Defra Rights of Way Circular 1/09
· Developments should not lead to the loss of PROW.
· Opportunities should be taken to improve connectivity and accessibility.
British Horse Society (BHS) Guidance
· Equestrians require safe, continuous routes separated from motor traffic.
· Pegasus crossings are the recommended standard for crossing busy roads.
· Multi‑user routes should be designed to accommodate horses, cyclists, and pedestrians without conflict.
LTN 1/20 (Department for Transport)
Although cycle‑focused, its principles apply to all non‑motorised users:
· Routes must be coherent, direct, safe, comfortable, and attractive.
· Active‑travel corridors should be integrated into new developments.
Manual for Streets
· Encourages green corridors, permeability, and landscape‑led movement networks.
4. Need for a Pegasus Crossing on Rectory Road
Rectory Road currently forms a barrier to safe onward travel for equestrians and other non‑motorised users. A Pegasus crossing would:
· Provide a safe, signal‑controlled crossing for horses, cyclists, and pedestrians.
· Meet BHS and DfT standards for multi‑user safety.
· Enable Bridleway 32 to continue seamlessly through the development.
· Support Colchester’s own Local Plan objectives for sustainable movement and active travel.
Precedent Examples
Pegasus crossings are now routinely required in major developments, including:
· Northstowe (Cambridgeshire)
· Cranbrook (Devon)
· Multiple Garden Community schemes
These demonstrate clear national acceptance of Pegasus crossings as standard infrastructure where equestrian routes intersect with new settlements.
5. Multi‑User Green Corridor Through the Development
A landscape‑led, traffic‑free multi‑user route through the site would:
· Retain the rural character of Bridleway 32.
· Provide safe, inclusive access for walkers, cyclists, and equestrians.
· Deliver biodiversity benefits through green‑corridor design.
· Support modal shift away from short car journeys.
· Enhance the legibility and permeability of the development.
This approach aligns with NPPF, Manual for Streets, and Essex LCWIP principles.
6. Circular Route Creation: Linking to Footpaths 29 and 33
Connecting Bridleway 32 to Footpath 29 and/or Footpath 33 would create a highly valuable circular walk/ride, accessible to all non‑motorised users.
Circular routes are strongly supported by:
· Natural England Access & Engagement Guidance
· Essex Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP), which prioritises circular, multi‑user routes
· Public Health England evidence linking circular routes to increased physical activity and wellbeing
This would deliver a genuine community benefit extending beyond the development boundary.
7. Summary and Recommendations
The site presents a clear opportunity to deliver high‑quality, inclusive access infrastructure that:
· Protects and enhances Bridleway 32
· Provides a safe Pegasus crossing on Rectory Road
· Creates a multi‑user green corridor through the development
· Connects to Footpaths 29/33 to form a circular route
· Aligns with national policy, sector guidance, and local priorities
· Delivers lasting connectivity, safety, and wellbeing benefits for the whole community
This package of measures should be embedded into the site’s masterplan and secured through planning policy wording and developer requirements.

