Supporting information for PP 42

1. Introduction
This statement provides supporting evidence regarding the importance of safeguarding the wooded landscape, Public Rights of Way (PROW), and equestrian access surrounding the proposed allocation south of White Hart Lane. It highlights the site’s environmental character, the proximity of two established livery yards, and the opportunity to deliver a high‑quality multi‑user route linking Footpaths 7 and 4.
2. Wooded Landscape and Green Infrastructure
The proposed allocation sits within a visually rich, tree‑covered landscape, with dense woodland blocks, mature tree belts and established vegetation clearly visible on the base mapping. This wooded character forms a defining part of the local green infrastructure and contributes to the rural setting of the surrounding PROW network.
Protecting this tree‑rich environment aligns with:
· NPPF (2023) para. 180, which requires developments to protect and enhance valued landscapes and biodiversity.
· Colchester’s Green Infrastructure Strategy, which emphasises the retention and enhancement of natural features within new development.
· Manual for Streets, which encourages landscape‑led design and green corridors.
Any development must therefore retain and integrate this wooded structure as a core design principle.
3. Public Rights of Way: Footpaths 7 and 4
The site is positioned between two important PROW:
· Footpath 7, running to the east
· Footpath 4, running to the west
These routes provide essential access to the countryside for local residents, dog walkers, cyclists. The network in this area is already limited, and any loss, severance or downgrading would significantly reduce local recreational opportunities.
National policy is clear:
· NPPF para. 100 requires planning policies to protect and enhance PROW and take opportunities to improve facilities for users.
· Defra Circular 1/09 emphasises that developments should not reduce PROW connectivity and should seek enhancements wherever possible.
4. Local Equestrian Use and Economic Value
Two established livery yards lie within close proximity to the site:
· Scarletts Livery Yard (north‑west)
· Armoury Farm Livery (west)
Both rely on the small number of available off‑road routes for safe hacking. Riding opportunities in this part of Colchester are already constrained, and these yards contribute directly to the local rural economy through:
· employment
· service provision
· feed, farrier and veterinary spending
· training and equestrian services
· visitor and client activity
Protecting and enhancing the surrounding PROW network is therefore essential to supporting these businesses and the wider equestrian community.
This aligns with:
· Rural England’s economic evidence, which identifies equestrian activity as a significant contributor to rural economies.
· British Horse Society (BHS) guidance, which stresses the need for safe, continuous off‑road routes for equestrians.
5. Opportunity for a Multi-User Route Linking Footpaths 7 and 4
The spatial arrangement of the site and surrounding Public Rights of Way presents a clear opportunity to deliver a dedicated multi-user route through the development. This route should:
· link Footpath 7 and Footpath 4,
· retain a rural, green-corridor character,
· provide safe, inclusive access for walkers, cyclists, and equestrians,
· enhance local connectivity,
· support active travel and recreation,
· and integrate with the site’s existing wooded structure.
There is a clear opportunity for Footpaths 7 and 4 themselves to be enhanced as multi-user routes, ensuring that the proposed link is inclusive and accessible for all users. By upgrading these footpaths to multi-user status, the new connection would maximize community benefit, support active travel, and align with best practice guidance for countryside access. This approach would help deliver a coherent, safe, and attractive network that meets the needs of all users.
6. Summary and Recommendations
The proposed allocation sits within a valuable wooded landscape and is closely linked to two established livery yards that rely on the limited local PROW network. This context creates a strong justification for:
· protecting the site’s wooded character
· safeguarding and enhancing Footpaths 7 and 4
· delivering a dedicated multi‑user route through the development
· supporting local equestrian businesses and the rural economy
These measures would ensure the development contributes positively to local green infrastructure, countryside access and community wellbeing.

