Supporting Document for PP44

This statement provides supporting evidence for the allocation adjacent to the existing green park and play space, focusing on the importance of Footpath 32, the wooded landscape, and the opportunity to deliver a circular multi‑user route. It also highlights the proximity of two established livery yards and the need to improve off‑road access in an area where equestrian routes are extremely limited.
2. Landscape Character and Green Infrastructure
The southern edge of the site is defined by a tree‑rich, wooded landscape and the established green park and play space. This area forms a valuable part of the local green infrastructure, providing visual screening, biodiversity value and a high‑quality recreational setting. Protecting and enhancing this green edge aligns with national and local policy expectations for landscape‑led development.
3. Footpath 32: A Key Access Route Needing Enhancement
Footpath 32 runs immediately north of the green park and play space and provides an important link to the wider countryside. However, as a public footpath, it cannot legally be used by equestrians. This is a significant constraint in an area where safe, off‑road riding routes are already extremely limited.
The footpath’s position makes it an ideal foundation for a multi‑user upgrade, enabling inclusive access for walkers, cyclists and equestrians while retaining its rural character.
4. Opportunity to Create a Circular Multi‑User Route
Development of this allocation provides a clear opportunity to:
· extend a multi‑user route from Footpath 32 into the green park and play space,
· continue it around the outer edge of the site,
· and reconnect it to Footpath 32 or the wider network.
This would create a safe, attractive circular route suitable for all non‑motorised users. It would protect countryside access, enhance the setting of the green space, and deliver a meaningful public benefit that offsets the impact of development.
5. Local Equestrian Use and Rural Economic Value
Two established livery yards lie within close proximity to the site. Both rely on the very limited local network of off‑road routes for safe hacking. Because footpaths cannot be used by equestrians, the lack of bridleways or multi‑user routes places real pressure on these businesses and the riders they support.
These yards contribute directly to the local rural economy through employment, service provision and associated spending. Creating a circular multi‑user route would:
· improve safety for riders
· support the viability of local equestrian businesses
· strengthen the area’s recreational offer
· provide a genuine community benefit linked to development
6. Summary
This allocation sits beside a valuable wooded landscape and the existing green park and play space. Footpath 32 is a key access route but cannot legally be used by equestrians. Development here provides a clear opportunity to upgrade the route and create a multi‑user circular path around the site, supporting walkers, cyclists and equestrians while delivering a meaningful public benefit and supporting the rural economy.

Policy‑Backed Supporting Paragraph
National guidance strongly supports the creation of joined‑up, multi‑user access networks in rural areas, particularly where development spans multiple sites. The British Horse Society notes that shared, multi‑user routes represent best value and significantly improve safety by separating vulnerable users from traffic, while Natural England and The Trails Trust emphasise the need for continuous, circular routes that connect settlements, green spaces and the wider countryside. NPPF paragraph 100 requires developments to protect and enhance Public Rights of Way and take opportunities to improve access for all users. In an area where footpaths cannot legally accommodate equestrians and off‑road riding routes are extremely limited, the three allocations present a clear policy‑supported opportunity to deliver a coherent, inclusive multi‑user network. Upgrading and extending routes such as Footpath 32 to create a circular path around the site aligns with national best practice, supports active travel, strengthens rural connectivity and provides a meaningful public benefit that offsets the cumulative impact of development.


