PP9: North East Colchester Site ID: 10616, 10616a and 10616b should be removed from the City Council proposed Local Plan for the following reasons: -

The Tendring Colchester Boarders Garden Community plan shows the proposed development of Salary Brook Valley site ID 10616 would be so close that Colchester and the Garden Community would merge with virtually no gap between settlements. 

The existing settlement boundary does not include the fields proposed for development in site 10616. This settlement boundary should not be ignored. 

Under previous Colchester Borough administrations Salary Brook Valley was designated a Countryside Conservation Area, and recommended as an Area of Landscape Conservation Importance. More recently the Landscape Character Assessment identified Salary Brook Valley should be considered High Landscape Value.  

The loss of recreational space with Public Footpaths for walking and cycling, used by the Ramblers and other walking groups. People’s mental health benefits by being able to exercise walking beside the ancient hedgerows and trees (recorded on the Woodland Trust website) with wild life and bird song. Salary brook valley is the route for swans, geese and ducks flying between the river Colne and Ardleigh reservoir, development could isolate birds on Ardleigh Reservoir from the river Colne.
Welsh Wood Local Wildlife Site would become sterile of wild animals as deer and fox use the hedgerows and crops to link to Salary Brook and the woods along its banks. 

Access to the proposed site is by small B roads and a single small A road all of which merge into the Harwich Road which is already unable to take the current volume of traffic. 
As Colchester does not have plans to increase employment in the city the residents of any new development would have to use existing busy roads to access the A12 or the station to get to their employment in other towns as the proposed location does not have access to public transport, causing more congestion and air pollution in the city due to the undesirable increase of cars use. There are no adequate plans to improve the transport links in the North East of Colchester. 

Doctor’s surgeries and dentist practices are already at capacity, developers are unlikely to want to build these, causing more problems for existing services. 
Have the network providers for electricity, gas and water been asked if there are adequate supply and resource without putting the rest of Colchester at risk.
Additionally has the Nation Health Service budget been adjusted to cope with additional demand. This development seems to satisfy Government demands with little thought to the detrimental impact on Colchester residents. 
