Policy ST3: Spatial Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy 
Mactaggart and Mickel Strategic Land (Mac Mic) supports the overarching approach of Policy ST3 in directing growth to the most sustainable and accessible locations, transport corridors and existing centres whilst protecting areas of most environmental sensitivity across the City Council’s administrative area. 
Langham is strategically located in close proximity to Colchester and the A12, the main regional centre and transport corridor within the City Council’s area respectively. The settlement is also unconstrained by environmental or other designations compared with other parts of the Local Plan area. Directing growth towards Langham therefore aligns with this strategy. 
The good range of services and facilities are already provided in Langham, and further growth presents the opportunity for them to be expanded. The edge of settlement is just a ten-minute cycle from Colchester's northern urban fringe and employment areas via Route 1 of the Sustrans National Cycling Network. Regular public transport connections are available via the same route, also linking directly to Colchester City Centre and railway station. The Colchester is a three mile/five-minute drive from Langham, travelling via the A12. 
Its proximity to Colchester means that Langham is ideally placed to deliver sustainable and accessible development in an area with an acute need for housing and associated infrastructure. It is a location that will provide good access to jobs and facilities and directing growth towards it will contribute towards the social, environmental and economic dimensions of sustainable development. 
The adopted Local Plan recognises these strategic benefits and classifies Langham as a “Sustainable Settlement” in its Spatial Hierarchy. This is just below Colchester and its immediate environs and at the same level as the Tendring/Colchester Borders Garden Community. Sustainable Settlements were all identified for growth in the adopted Local Plan. The emerging Local Plan takes a slightly different approach, identifying Large, Medium and Small settlements below Colchester’s Urban Area and the Growth and Opportunity Areas. 
We advocate that Sustainable Settlements should continue to be identified separately to other villages in the Settlement Hierarchy. This would recognise the strategic benefits and sustainability credentials of the more favourable locations for growth such as Langham, rather than simply categorising places by size. It would provide a more sophisticated Settlement Hierarchy, carry the Spatial Strategy’s policy approach through to it and ensure a clear link to the growth decisions taken by the City Council on specific sites in other Local Plan policies. 



